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Heart and Lip. 

Help me, 107 God, to speak 

True words to Tbee each day. 
Real let my voice be when I praise, 

And trustful when I pray. 
Thy words are true to me, 

Let mine to Thee be true ; 
The speech of my whole heart and 
soul, 

However low and few. 
True words of grief for Bin, 

Of longing to be free, 
Of groaning fordelive ranee , 

And likeness, Lord, to Thee. 
More words of faith and hope. 

Of godly Joy and grief. 
Lord, 1 believe, oh, bear me cry ; 

Helo thou my unbelief. 

— Sel. 


{Some Obstacles To Successful 
Revival Work. 

Every Church Member Should 
Pray : "Wilt thou not revive ub 
again V We become cold, si a g- 
gish, and indifferent. In the 
straggle for bread, we often loose 
sight ot OhriBt, and in place of 
walking toward him, we sink 
beneath the surrounding waves. 

We need a revival to revive us, 
warm us, quicken onr spiritual 
blood, brighten our hopes, in- 
spire our zeal, strengthen our 
faith, and enable us to tread 
down all opposition, not only 
working out our own salvation 
more success fully, but also get- 
ting others to work out their 
salvation. 

Often there are obstacles in the 
way of having a successful re- 
vival. The obstacles do not 
co me from God. He is always 
ready to help man accomplish 
the object for which Christ died. 
If we draw nigh to God, he will 
draw nigh to us. The obstacles 
have a satanic and human root, 
and oftimes a mushroon growth, 
hiding the spot needing sunshine, 
and filling the place where a love 
rooted plant ought to grow. I 
will mention several obstacles, 
impressed on my mind. 

One obstacle to a successful 
revival is too many preachers in 
the pulpit. It's a common saying 
that too many cooks spoilt the 
broth, whether this be true or 
not, it is true that too many 
preachers in the pulpit as leaders 
spoil the meeting. Put two men 
in the pulpit to conduct a meet- 
ing, one waits on another, and 
out of trying to be polite to each 
other, will waste fifteen minutes 
of the hour. One feels like mak 
in* the opening prayer, but out 
of politeness culls on the other, 
and the other on.t of politeness 
does not refuse. The prayer 
and the sermon, while addressed 
to the same God, run by different 
lines, often far apart, and ont of 
politeness, after the sermon, the 
preacher must call on the brother 
to exhort, and out of politeness, 
be does not refuse, and exhorts 
longer than the other preached. 
The good old members monru 
about providence not favoring 
Zion, when the troth is, so called 
politeness kept the spirit from 
working. Too many spiritual 
cooks spoil the broth. One 
man is .enough to conduct revival 
services. Select the leader and 
let him lead, if lie wants to call 
on brethren, let him call, bat one 
man is enough, at one time, to 
take charge of a meeting. 
_ One obstacle to a successful 


revival is criticising church mem- 
bers, . They are found in most 
every churcb,,and generally they 
are very active. It never snows, 
rains, or blows too hard for tbem 
to. attened to their work. 
Prompted by the devil, the re- 
sults are generally devilish. 
They find the sermon too long, 
or too short. The singing too 
fast or too slow. The prayers 
are too many, or too few. There 
is too mueh doctrine or not 
enough. Church members 
should be preached too, sinners 
should be preached too, church 
members should not. There is 
always something the matter, 
and these critics are the ones to 
find what that something is. 
They hunt for it, they visit 
neighbors to find it, but they 
never look for it on their knees. 
Those kind 01 people never wear 
out their clothing at the knees 
first. How the preacher hears 
all these critisme, and as a gen- 
eral thing he is but human and is 
affected to a greater or less ex- 
tent, depending somewhat on 
his experience in the work and 
the amount of grace in his heart. 
If the preacher throws them oft, 
how many members are there, 
who hear and are hurt. Criticis- 
ing church members are the 
devils weapons with which he 
erippels and hinders the work. 

One obstacle to a successful 
revival, is lack of faith on the 
part nf nembers. They say they 
would like to see the cause pros- 
per, but they do. not know how 
any good can be done, as there 
are bo many obstacles in the 
way, etc, I once held a meeting 
and a member said, yon can't do 
much here, if you get any one it 

will be he his the only one 

I know. We had a good meet- 
ing, had converts, and did not 
get the one he picked out. Had 
we run oar ship by his faith, we 
would have run it on the break- 
ers. We want more laith in 
Jesus. The church contains too 
many professors who are bank- 
rupt in faith. 

"Oh for a faith that wtll not shrink, 

Though pressed by every foe, 
That will not tremble on the Drink 

Of any earthly woe.. 
Lord give us such a faith as this, 

And then, what e'er may come, 
We'll taste, e'en here, the hallowed hliSB 

Of our eternal home," 

One obstacle to a successful 
revival ie a lack ot prayer. 
"Prayer ie the Christians native 
air." It this be so he ought to 
breathe it so he may live. A, 
good old man prayed for hie son, 
another joined him, a third 
united with them. They met 
regular and plead for their 
children, and the pastor's success 
and a revival broke out that ran 
all through that state. One 
Saturday night, a band of Chris- 
tians prayed all night for their 
pastor, In the morning he preach 
ed with renewed zeal and a 
glorious work of grace started. 
Some nights ago I entered the 
pulpit, dull and dishearted, bnt 
went into work and the cloud-. 
parted, it was all plain afterward. 
When a brother said I prayed 
for yon all the time you was 
preaching. 

Bnt why try to mention the 
obstacles to revival work. Tkey 


are many.- There is one thought 
however in conclusion, that ie 
this, some thought should be 
paid to the physical welfare of 
people. You keep a house shut 
up for six days, enter it on tbe 
seventh, go te sleep, and say the 
preacher was dull, when the 
fault ie in the foal air of tbe 
building, A little more atten- 
tion to ventilation in cold weath- 
er and warm, would tea good 
thing in many places. The 
body is the organ of the mind, 
and what touches the body 
pleases or dist.urra tbe mind. It 
is a good thing to take sinners 
as they are, and by God's grace 
make them what they ought to 
be. To do this there must be 
obedience to physical and organ- 
ic laws as well as spiritual, 

I once asked after a man, and 
the old colored woman I ques- 
tioned said ; "He saves that 
church." She wished to convey 
tbe idea that the individual waa 
the principal man In the church. 
I have often thought of her 
strong expression. It would be 
well to ask ourselves tbe ques- 
tion: Do I save my church, or 
am I an obstacle in the way of a 
successful revival ? If tbe latter, 
get thy heart right with Christ. 
If the 1 ("inner, great is thy reward. 
Keep on in the work, and re- 
member that God is juet as able 
to have his work done now aa in 
the winter. 'The. devil does not 
take a vacation, and his opposers 
should always be on the watch. 
The Lord give your church a 
successful revival this year. 

Jons Duke McFadek. 


Homer Items. 

We are getting along nicely. 

Our meetings are well attended. 

Our members have the cause 
of Christ at hsart aud are doing 
ail they can ts advance the Re- 
deemer's kingdom in the world. 
Love and peace as a rule pre- 
vails. Aud while the pastor as 
shepherd, ie watching the flock 
with untiring :are, the sheep in 
turn reciprocate that love and 
affection that should and must 
exist between the minister and 
the church, tomake their work a 
success in theworld. 

Our field ie |arge. Besides the 
regular preacjinjr at our meet- 
ing house, wehavo three mission 
posts, at a di^ance ot seven and 
twelve miles/ apart, making a 
drive ot that distance for the 
p asto r th ree B u n day s in every 
month, am on one Sunday 
preach twice 1 1 

Next Sujday we expect to 
work np thj Home Minion cause. 
We shall pfeach from the text 
"Go ye unu all tbe world," Ac, 
after wbichjour solicitors will go 
to work anj we are qnite sure 
that Homerwill do-her full share 
of tbe workjraiBiDg funds tor the 
Mission. L 

We mustnot forget to men- 
tion tbe prffer meeting. There 
has not yetneen a night eo rainy 
and dark that our Thursday 
evening pra/er meeting was not 
well attested. The smallest 
number preent at any time far 
exceeded tie number within the 
promise. .' won Id to God that 
every conffegation in the Breth- 
ren ohaijia might have their 


weekly prayer meetings for they 
are certainly tbe life of any 
church. 

Oar 8. S. is booming. We 
began this quarter with a child 
red's meeting on the evening of 
July 1st. We expected a crowd 
bat did not folly realize the ex- 
tent of the interest taken in the 
work, until long before the time 
of commencement, when Bro. 
Keyeer said to us : "I have seat- 
ed every available spot in the 
house and still they come." And 
they did ' come until we were 
creditably informed that there 
were nearly as many out doors as 
in. The services were opened 
with a hymu and prayer. The 
exercises consisted of speeches, 
declamations, select reading, ic- 
The house waB tastefully and 
beautifully decorated with ever- 
green flowers and a beautiful «reh 
being placed in front of the plat- 
form underneath which the 
speakers stood. In front of this 
stood a beautifully decorated 
cross, around which the little 
ones were drawn in a semi circle, 
each repeating a- verse in the 
New Testament, speaking of the 
cross of Christ. The amusing, 
but highly significant part of the 
meeting was, a selection read by 
Bro. Atkins, "An old man get- 
ting into a stylish church, but 
afterwards into the model 
church." Bat the distinguishing 
feature of the meeting was a 
dialogistic representation of 
Christianity addressing tbe na- 
tions of the world, performed by 
twelve young ladies. One rep- 
resented Christianity, the others 
repressnted as many nations, 
bearing in their hauds tbe en- 
sign of the respective nations 
from enlightened and Christian- 
ized America to Pagan, China 
and heathen Africa. Tbe wants 
of the nations are presented to 
Christianity, who in turn gives 
ippropriate instruction. 

The raueic, with sister Lizzie 
Smith and Mr. C. F. Atkins at 
the organ, waa grand and soul- 
inspiring. The vocal part was 
given by the congregation. 
Everybody seemed to enjoy it, 
and after ependiog nearly two 
boars we went home feeling that 
it was good to have been there. 

Our next entertainment may 
be held in tbe near future, bat it 
will be something else. 

U.S. Jacobs, 

July 3rd, 1888. 


Oakland, Pa, 

Our communion of May 24th 
is past, and to Bay it was an en- 
joyable time is only telling it as 
it seemed to those who were there 
as spectators. But I feel sure I 
will not be accused of exagera- 
tion by those who participated 
in the solemn service, if I say it 
was a feast to our souls indeed, 

We are encouraged not a little 
by our coming thereunto, and to 
multiply our joy, four dear souls 
wsre induoed to step into the 
limpid stream and come forth as 
new born babes. Bless the Lord 
ob my soul and all that is with- 
in me, bless bis holy name. 

There was such a refreshing 
season from His presence on the 
occasion. Although oar little 
meeting bouse was crowded with 
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people, yet a solemnity prevailed 
that exceded any meeting of the 
kind I ever attended. . , 

Bro, J. B. Wampler, our pal- 
tor, officiated and did his part 
well. Our aged brother Robert 
Whitacher expressed a desire to 
be with us on this occasion, but 
on account of affliction tailed to 
enjoy the meeting with us. May 
God be very precious to him in 
his latter days. May an inward 
consciousness of a lite hid with 
Christ in God give him and his 
companion unbounded joy and 
peace in the Holy Ghost. A 
number of brethren mid sisters 
were hindered by affliction and 
deprived ot the enjoyment of our 
meeting. May (Jod bless all his 
dear ones and to bis name be 
glory and dominion throigh Je- 
sus who loved us and died for us. 
D.J. Hbtbic. 


La Paz, I ml. 

This congregation rust with a 
serious loss in the death of our 
beloved Bro, Z. E. Abbott, whose 
name is at the bead of the minis- 
terial list in the "Brethren An- 
nual." 

Bro. Abbott was born Nov. 
22nd, 1847, and died in the tri- 
umph of a living faith, June 11, 
1888. His age was 40 years, 6 
months and 19 days, lie was 
baptized by Elder J H. Swibart, 
Juna 15tb, 1879, lie w,as elt-ct- 
ed to the ministry Jan. 13, 1880. 
At first he was a minister among 
the Congregational brethren, and 
I waa a member of the G. B. 
church, and a "progressive" in 
principle. 

About three years ago we be- 
came more intimately acquaint- 
ed , and I learned tu love him as 
a fellow laborer in the- cuuae of 
Christ. We often held meetings 
together, and I often enjoyed his 
hospitality. He was a good doc- 
trinal preacher, and he never 
tailed to have tbe attention of an 
audience. 

We held our last meeting to- 
gether at Teegardeu, on Sunday, 
April 12th. Vv e walked home 
together from the latter plate, a 
distance ot three aud a halt miles, 
little thinking that we were con- 
versing together for the last time. 
I went on a visit to Nashville, 
Tenn., and was absent about 
seven weeks, I called at his 
home on my return, but he was 
away at work, and I did not get 
to see him lor about two days, 
when I found him atliome, con- 
fined to his bed and sutlering in- 
tensely. 

A short time before hie de- 
parture he desired those that 
stood by his bed to sing. While 
they were singir g the beau ti ml 
hymn, "0 laud ot rest," he uaug 
one stanza himself, although he 
was not known to sing at meet- 
ing. _ He claimed that ho could 
not sing. When his companion 
Said to him : "we'll simn have 1 1 
separate," he look at her and 
said : "We can't see the finger 
of God in this, perhaps it is all 
for the better." H* longed logo 
home and be at rest.* lie leaves 
a kind wife and four children to 
mourn the loss ot » kind husband 
and indulgent father. We kuuw 
be is now with tbe Savior whom 
he preached so earnestly, 

Bro.' Abbott died poor. I hops 
all the neighbors and friends will 
remember tbe funeral text and 
discourse, and show their sympa- 
thy to the bereaved family by 
their works. 

Jacob Rothinbbeuxb. 




